ENG3U                                                           Name: ______________________
Never Let Me Go – Chapter One (p. 3 – 12)
Challenging Vocabulary:

privileged. adj. (4) fortunate in having a special advantage or opportunity to do something; enjoying privileges, especially the resources and advantages associated with the upper classes or the rich
incidentally. adv. (4) by chance or by accident; used to introduce additional information such as something that the speaker has just thought of
grimace. n. (5) a contorted twisting of the face that expresses disgust or pain
pavilion. n. (5) a summerhouse or other often ornamental building in a park, fair, or garden, used for shelter and entertainment
ideally. adv. (7) if everything were perfect or as desired 
row. n. (7) a noisy argument or dispute
relish. v. (7) to enjoy or take great pleasure in an experience
vaguely. adv. (8) not clearly felt, understood, or recall
mimic. v. (8) to make fun of somebody by imitating him or her in an exaggerated way
languorous. adj. (8) with a lack of energy; indifferent
half-heartedly. adv. (8) with little enthusiasm and no real interest in the result
daft. adj. (9) obviously silly or unreasonable; foolish
nonsensical.  adj. (9) having no sense or meaning

tantrum. n. (9) an outburst of anger, especially a childish display of rage or bad temper

flail. v. (11) to thrash or swing something around violently or uncontrollably, or move in this way
Comprehension Questions: Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of lined paper. Keep these answers for future reference and to study for quizzes and tests.

1. Identify the setting.
2. Who is the protagonist?

3. What narrative perspective is the story told from?

4. What kind of bias might this kind of narration mean? 

bias. n. an unfair preference for or dislike of something

5. What do the following idioms mean?

a. “waste of space” - 

b. “snap out of it” - 

c. “get (someone’s) back up” - 

d. (to go) “full pelt” - 

e. “pipe down” -
6. What kind of place do you think Hailsham is? What seems to be the connotation of being a “Hailsham student”?

7. Do you get the sense that being a carer is an easy or difficult job? Why?

8. What impression are we given of the relationship between Kathy and Ruth on page 4?
9. Consider the donor Kathy mentions on page 5: “He’d just gone through his third donation, it hadn’t gone well, and he must have known he wasn’t going to make it.” Make a couple of guesses as to what is going on here.

10. What does Kathy mean when she describes the donor she is caring for in the following way? “He knew he was close to completing and so that’s what he was doing: getting me to describe things to him, so they’d really sink in, so that maybe during those sleepless nights, with the drugs and the pain and the exhaustion, the line would blur between what were my memories and what were his. That was when I first understood, really understood, just how lucky we’d been – Tommy, Ruth, me, all the rest of us.” (5 – 6)

11. What sense of Ruth are we given in the first paragraph on page 7?

12. What sense are we given of Tommy on pages 8 – 9? Does this situation seem realistic?

13. Describe Tommy’s “tantrum” (see pages 9 – 10).
14. What allusion does Laura make in connection with Tommy’s tantrum?

15. Why do you think Kathy walks on “stage” during Tommy’s tantrum? What happens next?

